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DCD donation in All ET, by year, by organ 
combination, by transplant country

DCD 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

kidney B 82 119 94 96 94 94 119 127 150 200

NL 213 234 203 234 279 252 257 292 262 304

heart B 3 3 6 6 5 1

NL 21 19 44

lungs B 15 32 29 30 29 32 26 29 29 54

NL 19 26 27 19 27 46 39 44 52 59

liver B 51 79 68 59 69 82 87 97 112 159

NL 47 46 44 65 68 67 68 76 82 85







Kidney-only waiting list, all ET
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Euthanasia

• Due diligence requirements
• Unbearable and hopeless suffering
• Voluntary and well-considered
• No reasonable alternative
• Second, independent physician
• Review committee

• More countries allow PAD
• Slippery slope?
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ODE: History

• 2002 Euthanasia legislation
• 2005 First case in Belgium
• 2009 + 2011 Ysebaert and Van Raemdonck
• 2012 First case in the Netherlands
• 2013 NTVG article



Practical manual

• Strictly separated procedures
• Requested by the patient
• Preparatory investigations

• Contraindications?
• Donor registry
• Medical file
• Transplant coordinator
• Blood and urine tests
• What if situation worsens? 





Practical manual (2)

• Results of blood tests
• Set a date
• Transport
• Municipal coroner
• Medical imaging
• Euthanasia drugs
• Social work





Day of the procedure

• Intensive care
• Arterial line?

• Performing physician @ hospital
• Euthanasia procedure
• 5 minutes ‘no touch time’
• Postmortem examination
• Surgical team





Potential
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Bron: Jaarverslag euthanasie 2018

EUTHANASIA REPORTS 2022 (BE)





Results (NL)
First 100 procedures:

• 52 Neurodegenerative
• 31 Psychiatric suffering

493 donations
408 transplants
43 Tissue donations



Results kidney transplants
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Results liver transplants

van Reeven et al, JAMA Surg. 2020;155(10):917-924



Results lung transplants

Ceulemans et al, The Journal of Heart and Lung Transplantation, Volume 41, Issue 6, 2022, Pages 745-754







ODE in children
Legal

• Age
• Mentally competent
• Requirements
• Permission parents? 

Medical
• Malignancy

Ethical



Conclusions

• Strictly separated
• Guideline updates
• Organ donation is not the purpose of ODE
• Patient’s last wish
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